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Of the Convocation, or Parliament, 
for the. Stannaries of the County 
of CORNWALL, &c. 


Se naries is ſo little underſtood, 

or known in the World at 
mo preſent, from the very long 
FIRES Diſuſe of Stannary Parlia- 

ren ments, (no Convocation, or 
Parliament of Tinners, having been held 
ſince the Year 1710) that very few People, 
except the Inhabitants of Cornwall and De- 


von, but chiefly of Cornwall, have evet 


B 6 heard 


— JI. — — 
FED" of any ſuch Thing, . as Wh 
Treatiſe may fall into other Hands, than ju 
thoſe of the . of the ſaid 4» 
Counties, it may not be oper, for t 
better — the == State,. - 
give a ſhort Sketch of it. 

The Privileges derived to the Tinners, by 
the Conſtitution of the Stannaries, are very 
valuable; but, for Brevity's Sake, the enu- 
merating of them is omitted here. And th 
are of ſuch Antiquity, that the oldeſt Char- 
ters confirm to them their ancient Privileges. 
Theſe Privileges have, from time to time, 
not only been confirmed to the ſaid Tinners 
by divers Charters, hut have alſo been en- 
larged. Whoever will take the Pains to 
ſearch. into it, will find the Conſtitution 
of the Stannaries to be as well cſta- 
bliſhed; both by Charter and Act of Par- 
liament; as any particular Conſtitution can 
be; or even as the Conſtitution of the King- 
dom itſelf. 

The Charter, that is moſt explicit l in its 
Grants to the Tinners, is that of Edward III. 
altho* there were ſeveral Charters granted 
before his Time; in that Charter many Pri- 
vileges are enumerated; but the great 
Privilege thereby granted, is that of being 
exempt from all the Juriſdictions of the 
Kingdom, in all Cauſes ariſing, within the 
Stannaries, among the Tinners, except 3 
| yea Cauſes as may affect Land, Life, or 
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I, Limb. 


cult, with any kind of Certainty;" 
What manner 8 
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Limb, And in all Matters of Complaints, 
as above, they ſhall: be judged by their own 


Laws, before ; th ot the Stannaries ; 
and ſhall not be amenable before any other 
Court ot Juſtice, or any other Julige 1 in the 
Kiagdom whatever. Appeals lye from the 
Judg 
14 every three Weeks — the Steward 
of the Stannary, and where Trials are by 
]juries) to the Vice Warden; from him to 


ment in the Stannary Court (which is 


che Lord Warden; and from him to the 
Prince in Council. The next Charter to be 


taken Notice of, is that of Henry VII. called 


the Charter of Pardon; by this Charter it 


is, that all their ancient Privileges are reſto- 


red, and this farther, Privilege granted to the 


Stannaries, - vi. that no Law ſhall hereafter 
be impoſed; upon them, either by the Prince 


Duke of. Cornwall, and his Council, or, when 


there is no Duke of Cornwall, by the King 


and his Council, without the Conſent of the 
twenty-four Starinator t 
In the Civil Wars in Charles 1 the Pa- 


lace of the Duke of Cornwall, at Leftwithiel, 


where his Exchequer: was ke pt, was burnt,. 


and all the Records of the Stannarics Sc. 


were deſtroyed; ſo that it is extremely diffi- 
ay, in 
Parliaments were 


held, in the Times preceding the ſaid Char- 


ter of Henry VII. nor is it material to go 


. back, r by that Charter the 
| & 8 Pri- 


_ 
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Priv 
to any Law to be made; is ſufficiently eſta- 
bliſhed. And altho' there is not at preſent 


any authentick Evidence of the Manner in 
which theſe Parliaments have proceeded in 


making Laws; yet there are many private 
manuſeript Pieces extant, purporting to be 
Journals of former Parlaments, or Convꝰ- 
cations,” by Which it appears, that the Me- 
thod practiſed in them, is to draw up, and 
enact ſuch Laws, as they think to be neceſſa- 


ry and expedient, for the better ſecuring the 


Prince's Duties on Tin, and the Government 
of the Stannaries and Tinhers ; ; and to pre- 
ſent them to the Lord Warden for his Aſſent, 
without which they cannot paſs into a Law. 
HFaving thus, in the moſt conciſe manner, ſta- 


ted the Conſtitution of the Stannaries; I ſhould 


now proceed to ſtate the Tranſactions of tlie 
preſent Convocation or Parliament of Tinners. 
But previous to it, I think it neceſſary to take 
notice of the Means zuſed, and the Steps 
taken by the Country, for obtaining the call- 


ing a Convocation or Parliament; and muſt 


premiſe, that the Power of aſſembling theſe 
Convocations or nene is in the Prince 
Duke of Cornwall. eee e 

In the Vear 1744 4 Petition was u peeſhited 


to the Lord Warden, for him to preſent to 


the Prince; -which was accordingly preſent- 
ed; ſetting forth the ill Conſequences appre- 
hended to the Tin Trade by the War, inti- 
= A mating 


rivilege of the Neceſſity" of their Conſent 
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mating, that in the Times of his predeceſſors | 
the Evils of War to that Trade were in ſome 
ſort remedied, if not totally prevented, by 
farming the Tin; and pray ing his Royal High- 
neſs's Protection. ( V. bo ron of Petition i in 17 
Appendix.) 
In the Year 174 5 another Petition was, 
thro' the ſame Hand, made to the Prince; 
reciting, that in Times paſt Stannary Par- 
liaments were frequently aſſembled; al- 
ledging the Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies 
ariſen to the-Stannaties by the long Diſuſe of 
ſuch Parliaments: And as a Means, by 
which they hoped to find ſome Relief from 
the bad Canfchaitices of the War, they pray, 
that in Compaſſion to their Diſtreſs, his 
Royal Highneſs will commiſſionate the Lord 
Warden to call before him a Parliament or 
Y Convocation of Tinners. ( Vide . py: * 
lion in the Appendix. 2 

There is E aper wardly of Notice, 
by which” it will appear how earneſt the 
Country was to obtain a Mecting of the 
Tinners Parliament, and how well ſatisfied 
the Gentlemen and others were with the 
Behaviour and Intentions of the Lord War- 
den; it being the Reſult of ſeveral Meetings 
in the Weſtern Parts of the County. It is an 
Addreſs to the Lord Warden himſelf, ſent by 
a Deputation of four Gentlemen (three of 
whom are Members of the preſent Convoca- 


tion in 1 the- Houſe of | Stannators, and the 
fourth 


1 


[6] 


2 the Houſe of Aſſiſtants) and pre- 


to him ſome time in November 1744 ; 


ſetting forth, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, the Ne- 
* for, calling a Parlament of Tinners; 
and entreating him to uſe his Endeavours to f 


obtain ſo beneficial a thing to . Anne 
( Tide Addreſs in tbe ks * 


Theſe Applications not having their 13 x 
Effect, the Affair lay dormant till the Year | 
12455 the Country ate, grumbling, 
2 —— * that they could not obtain 

neceſſary for the Preſetvation of 


arg ancient. and valuable. Rights and Privi- 


leges, which were ſo eſſential for the Sup- 
port of the Tinners in their Properties and 
Trade, and in no ſhape could be — 5 , 
dom. In- the 
Vear 1749 the EI W arden | had a Meeting | 
with the Gentlemen and others principally | 
concerned in Tin Affairs, at Truro, the Re- 
ſult of which was the laſt Petition, which 
was drawn up by a Committee appointed for 
that Purpoſe by the Meeting, and imme- 
diately agreed to, engroſſed, and ſigned. qe 32 


to any other part of the King 


Petition in Appendix. 
His Royal Highneſs, upon . this 


Petition,/by the Hands, of the' Lord Warden, I 
determined to grant the Requeſt of the I 


Country. No ſooner was his Pleaſure known 
on that Head, but the Perſons who con- 


ſtantly have deen able to diſſuade the gram— 


ing the former, Petitions, tried every Art to 


prevail 


| 
| 


ge EK. 
prevail in the ſame manner again; but all 
in vain, "The Prince, no doubt, convinced 
by the ſeveral Applications made to him 
from the Covntry of the Neceſſity for calling 
a Parliament, continued” immoveable-in his 


7 Purpoſe, and granted his Royal Commiſfions 


for convening and holding a Convocation or 
Parliament of Finners, in the ancient and 


accuſtomed manner. 


By Virtue of theſe Commiſſions, the Lord 
Warden convened the Parliament or Convo- 
cation to meet and fit at Leſtwithiel on Tueſd, 
the 28th of Auguf?, and * he aſſembled, 
he opened the Seſſions in the uſual manner, 
with a Speech, to which, I think, no Of- 
fence could be taken. Vide Copres of the two 
Commiſſions and the Speech in Appendix.) The 
Convocation' then proceeded to ele&t a 
Speaker, who being approved of by the 
Lord Watden, and Copies of the two Com- 
miſſions and the Speech being laid before the 
Houſe, they then proceeded in Buſineſs. Fre- 
uent Intercourſe was had between the Lord 
arden and the Convocation, and no ill 
Humour appear'd till the Saturday Morning 


after the Meeting. ES 

Here it ſhould be obſerved, that the 
Place for holding the Convocation at, was 
known'to be diſagreeable to a few particular 
People ; and it was given out, that the 
Convocation would adjourn themſelves to 
another. This, however, from outward 
. N Appearances 
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; | Appearances hitkerto ſeemed an be dropt, 
as a Thing not to be attempted; becauſe, as 


s by the Commiſſion of Inctrution, 


it could not be ſuffered by the Lord War- 


den, as being, in direct Dbvinotion of the 
Prince's.  Prerogative ; - 4655 


1 3 on Saturday Morning, 8 2 


Nee 1 * iſt, a Meſſage was ſent to 


Lord Warden, acquainting him, that the 
Houſe had referred all the 9 and the 
Buſineſs before them, to a Committee, 
and that it was *. Gpinion of the Houſe, it 


would be for the Diſpatch of ſuch Buſineſs, 
to adjourn to = Wa to ſit there the 16th: of 3 


October; upon which the Lord Warden had 
a Conference with the Houſe, in which he 
deſired to know the Reaſons upon which 


their Opinion was grounded, uiz, that it 


would be for the Diſpatch of Buſineſs to ſit 
at Truro; adding, that he had convened 
them at Leſlwithiel, as the ancient and uſual 
Place for holding Conyocations at; that no 
Convocation had ever been convened to 
any other Place, except the two laſt in 
Queen Anne's Time, vis. in 1703, and 
1710.. The Reaſon given for that Opinion 
was, that Truro being more in the Heart 
of the Country where the People con- 
verſant in Tin Affairs reſided, they ſhould, 


be able to get Information  eaſjer, than at 


Leffwi thiel. 


ſuch an 1 
md . muſt, put a Stop to ' Buſineſs, 1 
— appoint the. "Expotiarions of the 


„ V - 


Leſtwithiel.. The Lord. Warden replyed, 


pt, « That altho' he was not convinced by that 
as Reaſoning, yet to ſhew his Regard to the 
n, Publick Service, he was ready to give up 
To his Convenience, and remove from Leſtevi- 
he thiel, if the Service of the Country required 
an it. That, if there was any Weight in their 
ſs, Reaſoning, he thought it held ſtronger for 


Helflone than Truro: Helſtone being ſtill more 
among the Miners, and Perſons.concerned in 
Tin Affairs. Then the Lord Warden left 
them to conſider of the Propoſition. This, 
I am very well aſſured, from one that was 
preſent, was the Purport .of what paſſed at 
the Conference. The Houſe immediately 
took the Matter into Conſideration; and, as I 
am very credibly inform'd, was equally divided 
in their Opinion. The Houſe adjourned till 
the Afternoon; and in the Evening the Lord 
Warden received a Meſſage from the Houſe 
.to acquaint him, that they had reſolved to 
adjourn themſelves, to fit at Truro, the ſix- 
teenth of October next: And before their 
own Meſſengers had Time to return, they 
had adjourned themſelves, and were gone 
from the Houſe. —Theſe Meſſengers were 
immediately followed by the Lord Warden's 
Secretary, with a Meſſage to the Houſe, viz. 
that the Lord Warden defired another Con- 
ference upon the Subject of their laſt Meſ- 
ſage; but the Houſe was broke up, and all 
the Members gone. The Lord Warden, juſt- 
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ly irritated'at this Treatment, yet more con- 
cerned for the Conſequence, it might have, 
in regard to the Country, declined; doing 
any thing that Evening, tho' ſtrongly, urged 
by the People's Reſentment, as well as his 
own, to prorogue the Convocation inſtantly, 
leſt the Heat of his Reſentment, tho' war- 
ranted by the Provocation, ſhould put Mat- 
ters paſt Recovery, and the wicked Purpoſe 
of ſome evil-minded Perſens ſhould be ef- 
feed, in fruſtrating all the Good intended 
to the Country by the Convocation. The 
next Morning, however, he procured a 
Meeting with all the Stannators who were 
left in the Town, in Number ſeventeen, of 
the twenty-two the Houſe then conſiſted of; 
wy of the Members being abſent. When, 
ing met in a Room in his Houſe, where 


every body was admitted that pleaſed, among 


many others I myſelf was preſent at what 
paſſed ; and having been preſent, ſhall, as 
near as I can recolle&, repeat the Purport 
or Subſtance of what the Lord Warden 
then faid, and what was ſaid by any of the 


The Lord Warden began by expreſſing 
the great Concern he was under at what had 
paſſed the Evening before in the Houſe ; he 
was informed the Houſe had entered in the 
Journals a Reſolution, That it was the un- 
doubted Right of the Houſe to adjourn 


themſelves to ſuch Time and Place as they 


ſhall 
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ſhall think fit. He ſhewed them, that this was 
directly attacking the Prince's Prerogative ; as 
appears by the Commiſſion, a Copy of which 
was laid before them, where the Power of ad- 
journing is expreſly given to the Lord Warden; 
that ſuch a Power as they claimed was con- 
trary to the Nature * all Commiſſions ; 
and faid, it was abſolutely abſurd to imagine 
any ſuch Power could be in them, indepen- 
dent of the Lord Warden; that, unable as 
he was, he would maintain that Point againſt 
any Man whatever; that while that raſh, 
precipitate, and imprudent Reſolution ſhould 
ſtand upon the Journals, it would render it 
impracticable for any Convocation to meet 
to do Buſineſs; becauſe, no doubt, the 
Prince would not ſuffer ſuch a Diminution 


of. his Prerogative; the Conſequence of all . 


which muſt be fatal to the Conſtitution of 
the Stannaries ; for the Preſervation of which, 
in Compliance to the repeated Petitions from 
the Country, they were aſſembled; and that 
he did apprehend, if this Convocation ſhould 
break up in this manner, it was not to be 
foreſeen when another might be ſuffered to 
meet. To all which no body anſwered one 
Word, He went on, and ſhewed to them 
the Raſhneſs of the Step they had taken; 
that they did it unprovoked, and without 
Occaſion; that in the Conference he had 


with the Houſe, he bad ſo far yielded to 


their Opinion of the Utility of adjourning to 
5 VE 4-4 With, 4 Place 
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a Place more in the Weſtern Part of the 
Country, as not to inſiſt upon their continu- 
ing at the Place he had convened them to; but, 
as the Benefit to the publick Service was s ſaid 
to be the Foundation of the Opinion for re- 
moving, he was of Opinion, that upon the ſame 
Reaſoning, the Argument held ſtronger for 
Helſtone than Truro ; that he had not been 
miſtaken in that Opinion, ſince they them- 
ſelves were, equally divided in he Houſe 
upon it; that he had left the Propo- 
fition with the Houſe to confider, and 
naturally expected their Deciſion: But no 
Meſſage had paſſed, nor any Communi- 
cation had, been had, from the Houle to the 
Lord Warden, after the Conference, till 
that, to acquaint him of their Reſolution to 
adjourn themſelves. Therefore, as the Af- 
fair then ſtood, no Man, has a Right to ſay, 
whether he [the Lord Warden] would, or 
would not, have agreed to the Adjournment, 
according to the Opinion of the Houſe ; and 
therefore the entering into ſuch a Reſolution, 
was a raſh, precipitate, and imprudent Step. 
He at length exhorted them, out of Com- 
1 to their Country, to hit upon ſome 

xpedient, whereby the Miſchief appre- 
hended from this fille Step, might be pre- 
vented. All which he did with that Ener- 
gy and decent Warmth, as ſhewed him to 
be in earneft upon the Subject; and by 
Which his Auditors ſeemed to be convinced. 
A As 
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As ſoon as had done, the Speaker of the 
Convocation ſaid, that the Lord Warden 
had ſpoken ſo fully, upon the Subject, there 
was no occaſion to add any thing upon it: 
He had, therefore, only to acquaint the Lord 
Warden, that he was impowered, by the 
Gentlemen preſent, to engage, that, in or- 
der to remove the Stumbling - block out of 
the Way, that Reſolution concerning the 
Right of Adjourning, ſhould, at their next 
Meeting, be expunged from the- Journals: 
This was ſaid in the Preſence, and in the 
hearing of ſixteen of the Stannators, beſides 
the Speaker. This, the Lord Warden reply'd, 
would be ſome Satisfaction, and hoped the 
Prince would be prevailed on to permit 
them to ſit again. The Lord Warden fur- 


ther ſald, he thought himſelf under a Ne- 


ceſſity ſtill to prorogue the Convocation, 
notwithſtanding this Engagement of theirs, 


and put it to the Gentlemen there preſent, 


as a Queſtion, Whether he could do any 
other than prorogue? They all agreed he 


could do no otherwiſe; ſome few of them in 


Words, and the reſt by a ſilent Acquieſcence. 
He then aſked the Opinion and Advice of 
the Gentlemen, and eſpecially of one Gen- 
tleman of the Long Robe, as to the Form, 
and Manner, of Proroguing; and that Gentle- 
man adviſed the doing it by Proclamation. 


The Lord Warden then told them, he muſt 
tranſmit to the Prince an Account of all. 


© that 
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a Place more 4g" the. Weſtern Part of the 


Country, as not to inſiſt upon their continu- 
ingatt e Place he had convened them to ; but, 

as the Benefit to the publick Service was 10 
to be the Foundation of the Opinion for re- 
moving, he was of Opinion, that upon the ſame 
Reaſoning the Argument held ſtronger for 
Helftone than Fruro; that he had not been 
miſtaken in that Opinion, ſince they them 
ſelves were equally divided in the Houſe 
upon it ; that he had left the Propo- 
fition with the Houſe to conſider, and 
naturally expected their Deciſion : But no 
Meſſage had paſſed, nor any Communi- 
cation had, been had, from the Houle to the 
Lord Warden, after the Conference, till 
that, to acquaint him of their Reſolution to 
adjourn themſelves. Therefore, as the Af- 
fur then ſtood, no Man, has a Right to ſay, 
whether he [the Lord Warden] would, or 
would not, have agreed to the Adjournment, | 
according to the Opinion of the Houſe ; and 

therefore the entering into ſuch a Reſolution, 
was a raſh, . and imprudent Step. 


He at length exhorted them, out of Com- 


rn to their Country, to hit upon ſome 


xpedient, , whereby the Miſchief appre- 
hended from this falſe Step, might be pre- 
vented. All which he did with that Ener- 
gy and decent Warmth, as ſhewed him to 
be in earneft upon the Subject; and by 
which his Auditors ſeemed to be convinced. 
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As soon as had done, the Speaker of the 
Convocation ſaid, that the Lord Warden 
had ſpoken ſo fully upon the Subject, there 
was no occaſion to add any thing 75 it: 
He had, therefore, only to acquaint the Lord 
Warden „that he Was 3 by the 


Gentlemen preſent, to Ae that, in or- 
der to remove the Stum 


” Dlock out of 
the Way, that Reſolution cock the 
Right of Adjourning, ſhould, at their next 


This was ſaid in the Preſence, and in the 
hearing of ſixteen of the Stannators, beſides 
the Speaker. This, the Lord Warden reply'd, 
would be ſome Satisfaction, and hoped the 
Prince would be prevailed on to permit 
them to ſit again. The Lord Warden fur- 
ther ſaid, he thought himſelf under a Ne- 
ceſſity ſtill to prorogue the Convocation, 
notwithſtanding this weg of theirs, 
oe put it to the Gentlemen there preſent, 


a Queſtion, Whether he could do any 


1 0 than prorogue? They all agreed he 


could do no otherwiſe; ſome few of them in 
Words, and tlie reſt by à filent Acquieſcence. 
He then aſked the 4 and Advice of 
the Gentlemen, and ef ecially of one Gen- 
tleman of the Long obe, as to the Form, 
and Manner, of Protoguig ; and that Gentle- 
man adviſed the doing it by Proclamation. 
The Lord Warden then told them, he muſt 
tranſmit to the Prince an Account of all 


that 
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(ing; 
that had paſſed, and wait for his Ro al | 


Highneſs's Commands | what farther todo; I b 


That he hoped the Prince, upon the Aſſur- 
ances they had given, 1 the Reſolution 


as to the Power of Adjourning ſhould be 
expunged at their next Meeting, would order 
a ee only. That as to Time and 
Place to pr 05 he muſt wait for his 
Royal Hichne ds Pleaſure ; but would have 
no particular Choice of his own; being ready 
to go to ſuch Place, as would be moſt for the 
Utility of the Country, That he would not 
recommend one Place more than another to 
the Prince, but leave that Matter entirely to 
his RoyalHighneſs's Determination, upon ſee- 

ing the meer Narrative of the Tranfadtions. 
Thus the Conference broke up; and upon 


this footing the Gentlemen took leave of the 


Lord Warden, and departed. By which the 
Hopes of the Country, Rs ſome Good would 


reſult from this Conyocation, was ſomewhat 


revived. + 
In ſome little time alter this, a Proclamation 


iſſued by his Royal Highneſs's Command, 


proroguing the Convocation to He{fone, to 
the 20th of Ofober, ;, and in purſuance of it, 
the Convocation met at Hel/fone :; And the 


Seſſions was opened by the Lord Warden in 
a very inoffenſive Speech indeed, He did 


not ſo. much as put the Gentlemen in mind 


' of their Engagement wk him; which he. 
1 have done, without (as one ſhould 


imagine) 


14 


2 — of that Engagement was the 


| fre) 
6 imagine) giving Offence; (for * Offence 


f | can it be to put Men of Honour in mind of 
- JF their Engagement ?) and which he had a 
1 1 ht to do, and in ſtrictneſs, 


perhaps ought 
ave done; and acquainted them, that the 


A firſt Step to be taken at this Meeting, be- 
fore he could ſuffer any Buſineſs to be pro- 
¶cceded in. (Vide Copy of the Speech in Ap- 
4 ende. by" 15 | , 
Ihe Houſe proceeded to Buſineſs, with- 
out taking any Notice of the ſaid Engage- 
ment, And in this manner did they con- 
tinue ſitting, and going on with Buſineſs, un- 
til the Saturday Se'nnight of their Meeting ; ; 
without ſending one Meſſage to, or having 
any kind of Intercourſe, as a Houſe, with the 
Lord Warden. And he, intent upon the 
Service of his Country, thought it his Duty 
to curb his Reſentment for ſuch Behaviour ; 
and determined to avoid, as long as poſſible, 
the doing any thing that might 4 u 
Convocation abruptly. He fore de — 


making any Application to the Houſe, for 


the Performance of the before · mentioned En- 
gagement, till he ſnould be obliged to do it, 


ſeeing the Gentlemen were in no diſpoſition 


to comply therewith ; and, in the mean time, 


1 to try, by every gentle Method, to bring thoſe 
Gentlemen to do that, which their Honour 
called upon them ſo ſtrongly to perform. He 


con- 


*4 
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tily engaged in this Service, and highly 


by the Hands of his Aſſiſtant, in Writing, 


[16] 

"conferred: with'the ô Aſſiſtants, in hopes 
might be able to.prevail with their N 1 
He talked to them ſeparately ; he talked to 
them in a Body together; he repeated to them 
the Engagement, as he underſtood it; and 
moſt of the Aſſiſtants having been preſent at 
what paſſed at Leſttvithiel, when the Engage- 
ment was entered into, confirmed the Lord 
Warden's Senſe of it. He ſhewed them, and 
they wereconvinced, that it was not in the Lord 
Warden's Power to do any. Buſineſs with the 
Convocation, while that Reſolution, concern- 
ing the Power of Adjourning, was ſtanding 
upon their Journals. The Aſſiſtants hear- 


condemning the Behaviour of their Princi- 
pals, undertook to uſe their Endeavours, not 
without Hopes of Succeſs, to bring them to 
reaſon. And, like Men of . — zealous 
in the Service of their Country, performed 
their Engagement. They talked with their 
Principals, with a Warmth that the Nature 
of the Subject inſpired, and as became 
honeſt Men. And I can fay, that the 
Lord Warden condeſcended farther in the 
Terms he offered to one of the Stannators, 


than 


*The Aſſiſtants are the moſt knowing and ſubſtan- 


tial Tinners, appointcd by the Stannators, each Stanna- 
tor naming one. 
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than, 1 think, he ought | in Strictneſs to have 
done. But all was to no Effect. 3 


. hall: now ſet Gown theMeſſiges, as zthey 1 
paſſed in Writing, between the Lord War. 
den and the Houfe; on Saturday the 7M of 
Ofober, 1750, at Heſftone, vis. 


I. A Meſſage from the Houſe, by three 
of the Wander to the Lord Warden, vi x. 
«© Ordered; That a Meſſage be ſent to the 
“ Lord Warden, to acquaint him, that the 
«© Convocation have prepared ſeveral Laws, 
for the Approbation of his Royal Highneſs, 
and that oy do deſire to know, when he 
* il be attended eh. | 


"7x6 A Meſſage 0") the Lord Warden to 
the Houſe, by his Secretary, vis. ** The 
* Lord Warden deſires to know, if the 
«© Reſolution of this Houſe, vis. That. they 
have an undoubted Right of Adjourning 
X < themſelves to ſuch Time and Place as 
Y cc they ſhall think fit, be expunged, or eraſed 
= © out of the Journals of this Houſe, in per- 
“ formance of an Engagement voluntarily 
and ſolemnly entered into with the Lord 
XZ © Warden, on Sunday, the 2d Day of Sep- 
tember laſt, at Leſtwithiel, by Mr. Speaker 
4 bf the in the Names, and in the Preſence 
2 of the following Gentlemen, Stannators; 
D © dix. 


| © :,- 
« viz. Sit Jobi Moleſworth, Mr. Morrice, 
Mr. Harris, Mr. John Hearle, Mr. Huſſey, 
« Dr. Borlace, Mr. J. yvyan, Mr. Beauchamp, 
« Mr, Glynn, Mr. Coarlyon, Mr. Lemon, 
« Mr, Sawle, Mr. Prideaux, Mr. Rogers, 
Ir Mr. Hawkins, and Mr. Thomas Hearle.“ 


III. A Meſſage pn” the Houſe' to the 
Lord Warden, by four of the Members, viz. 
in anſwer to his Lordſhip's Meſſage: The 
% Convocation ſay, that they are afletnbled 
<« here in hb of his Prorogation, 
« and have, with great Pains, pre ſeve- 
« ral Laws for the Advantage. © bis opal 
« Highneſs's. Revenue, and the Benefit . of 
« the Tinners; and when his Lordſhip 
< 1s pleaſed to anſwer. the Meflage, ſent by 
Admiral Boſcawen, and others, relating to 
e thoſe Laws, they will return an Anſwer 
te to the Meſſage brought by his Secretary; 
and that he will be pleaſed to lay before 
« them, a Copy of the” Letter of Inſtru&ti- 
e ons to his Lordſhip, dated London, Sep- 
cx * tember 8, and bgged Robert Andreu. e 


IV. A Meſſage from the Lord Warden to 
the Houſe by his Secretary, vis. © That if 
the Engagement; entered into by Mr. 


« Speaker Hoblyn, together with fixteen 


„ other 3 of this Houſe, is not as 
6% os * performed, or ee with ; the 
* Lord 


— 2 
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Lord Warden conceives, he cannot pro- 
* ceed to any Kind of Buſineſs with the 
© Convocation, while the faid Reſolution 
«ſtands upon the Journals of the Houſe; 
ce it being in direct Diminution of the 
« Prince Duke of Cornwall's Prerogative. 
« He therefore defires to know the final 
Determination of the Houſe, Whether 
XZ © the faid Engagement ſhall, or ſhall not, 
be performed; and deſires this Houſe will 
* take Time to conſider of their Anſwer ; 
« and therefore does not expect it before 
% Monday next at twelve o'Clock, when he 
© will be ready to receive ſuch Laws as ſhall 
<< be prepared, being moſt earneſtly defi- 
«© rous, that this Convocation may anſwer 
* the Expectations of the Country; and he 
e will, according to the Defire of the 
« Houſe, lay a Copy of the Letter requeſt- 
ce ed, before the Houſe.” 


The Lord Warden having defired the 
Houſe to conſider of their Anſwer till Mon- 
day, could not doubt, in the leaſt, *of their 
taking fo ſhort a Time to confider of what 
might be done for the Service of their Coun- 
try, if the Gentlemen were really in earneſt, 
that Good ſhould be done, and therefore, 
being engaged to dine at a Gentleman's in 
the Neighbourhood, went out of Town as 


ſoon as this laſt Meſſage was delivered; but 
D 2 the 


[20] 5 

the Houſe adjourned themſelves till the 
Evening, when they fat ſeveral Hours with- 
out any Buſineſs before them, to wait for 
the Lord Warden's Return, in order to 
ſend the following Meſſage. The Lord War- 
den expecting no more Buſineſs with the 
Houſe, (it may be ſuppoſed) before Monday, 
did not return till about Nine o'Clock, and 
in a few Minutes, after his Return, the fol- 
lowing Meflage was brought to him. 


V. A Meſſage from the Houſe to the Lord 
Warden, by three of their Members, viz. 
* Ordered, That a Meflage be ſent to the Lord 
«© Warden,to acquaint him that the Convoca- 
* tion have taken his Meſſages into Conſi- 
© deration ; and tho' he has not been plea- 
e (ad, in a regular Manner, to communicate 
to them the Letter of Inſtructions this 
Morning applyed for; they are ſo well 
acquainted with the Contents of it, that 
they find themſelves diſabled to comply, 
© in any Meaſure, with what he expects. 
And, notwithſtanding any Miſrepreſentati- 
ec ons that may have been made of their Con- 
duct, they doubt not but that they ſhall 
ebe able to make it appear, in proper Time 
and Place, that they never have done, or 
had any Deſign to do, any thing in Di- 
*© minution of the firſt Prerogative of his 
6. Royal Highneſs; and that neither his 

Royal 
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Royal Highneſs nor the Country may, 
by Miſrepreſentations or undue Suggeſti- 
ons, be deprived, of the Benefit of the 
„ Laws this Morning offered to be preſent- 
ed for his Royal Highneſs's Confirmation; 
X < we ſhall adjourn, ourſelves, according to 
ancient Right and Cuſtom, to meet again 
* at this Place, on Wedneſday the Tenth Day 
of July next, that a Tender may be again 
„ made of thoſe Laws, and of ſuch others 
as ſhall be found neceſlary for the Securi- 
X © ty of his Royal Highneſs's Revenue, the 
«© Preſervation of the Stannaries, and the 
good Government of the Tinners.“ 


VI. A Meſſage from the Lord Warden 
to the Houſe by his Secretary, viz. © The 
Lord Warden did not expect any Meſſage 
from the Convocation until Monday next; 
e that he has not a Copy of the Letter, as 
e defired by their former Meſſage, prepared; 
but takes this Opportunity to acquaint the 
** Houſe, that this is a meer private Letter, 
iſſuing out of no Office whatever, neither 
scan it be recorded in any Office; that the 
Lord Warden is deſirous the Country may 
not be deprived of the Benefit intended 
them by his Royal Highneſs, in conve- 
ning this Convocation; and therefore 
Fe 9 they will conſider of their final Re- 
ſolution till Monday next. 


c 


VII. A 
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VII. A Meſlage from! the Houſe to U 


Lord Warden by four of the Members, v2z. 


«« This Convocation ſees no Reaſon fob con- 1 
unleſs his Lord- ; 


<«« tinuing to fit till Monday, 
«*« ſhip intends then to receive the Laws pre- 


*«« pared by them. They deſire his imme- 
98 11 Anſwer, whether he will then re- 3 
«© cerve thoſe Laws or not 3 if not, it 1s their 1 


** Reſolution to de forthwith. a; 


vin. A Meſſage from the Lord Warden | 


to the Houſe by his Secretary, vig. The 
« Lord Warden has already acquainted the 
t Houſe, that he conceives he cannot proceed 


« in Buſineſs upon the Footing that Mat- | 
e ters now ſtand between him and the 


“ Convocation; and therefore is not enabled 
«« at preſent to ſay, Whether he will, or will 
* not, on Monday next, receive the Laws 
« ſaid to be prepared; but ſtill deſirous to 
e prevent, by all Means in his Power, the 
good Effect of this Convocation, for the 
« Benefit of the Country, from being fruſ- 
e trated, muſt take Time to conſider, whe- 
te ther he may or ſhall be capable then of 
receiving the Laws.” | 


Hereupon the Houſe 8 themſelves 


to Wedneſday the —. 0 July next, but 
| ſent 
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ſent the Lord Warden no Netige or Meſ- 
ſage. thereof. 4 AMD as: 1 ; 


NB. It was 5 Eleven o Clock at 
| Night when they adjourned, , 


Here it ſhould be obſerved. that at Left 


4 withiel the Point in Difference ſeemed to 
ve no more than about the Town at which 
the Convocation, ſhould fit ; but the Gentle- 
men being too ſenſible that the Country high- 


ly reſented their Behaviour, and that it would 
7 bear to be defeated of the Good ſo ar- 
dently expected, by ſo. frivolous. a Diſpute as 
that of the be Place fo the Convocation to fit 
at, it became therefore neceſſary for.them to 
alter their Scheme; and when the Houſe 

met at Helſtone, 1 to the Lord War- 
den's Prorogation, as the carrying the Con- 
vocation to Truro was ſeemingly the Occa- 
ſion for taking up this pretended Right of 
adjourning themſelves from Time to Time, 
and from Place to Place, they thonght to 
change the Diſpute, and put it as if it ſing- 

ly ſtood upon a Point of Prerogative and 
Privilege; and having prevailed upon ſome 


Jof the Gentlemen, Who had engaged to 


expunge that Reſolution, not to perform that 
Engagement, that being ſecured, they 
thought they might venture to proceed to 
Lacs in order to blind the Country, 


without 


T4). | 
without any Hazard 'that any Good: ſhould 
come of it; imagining, that the Lord War- 
den, while that Reſolution ſhould ſtand | 
upon the Journals, could not enter upon 
Buſineſs with the Houſe. Accordingly the 
Farce went on, and the Houſe fate from 
Day to Day during a whole Week, but 
without any Communication with the Lord 14 
Warden; and ſeveral Laws were made, tho“ 
all the While they were determined not to 
do the only thing which could put the 
Lord Warden into a Capacity of receiving 
thoſe Laws, whoſe Acceptance was abſo- 
lutely neceflary for making what they were 

doihg of any Signification. At laſt, they 
broke up in the Manner as appears- by. t the 
Meſſages, (in which the Engagement is not 
pretended to be deny'd) in Hopes of im- 
poſing upon the Sen and ſhifting the 
Odium they had incurred, from them ſelves, 
upon the Lord Warden; and by the Sem- | 
'blarice of doing Buſineſs, have it repre- 
ſented, that they kad with great Pains drawn 
up Laws for Me Security of his Royal High- 
neſsꝰs Revenue, and the Benefit of the Tin- 

ners; but that the Lord Warden, obſtinate 
in ſupporting the Prerogative, in Subverſion 3 


of their ancient and undoubted Privilege, 


deprived both the Prince and the Country of | 
the Advantage and Benefit of their Endea- 
voury, OF refuſing to receive the Laws; but 

they 


. Ls 1 
they have" loſt their Aim. The People of 
Cornwall are not td bè ſo bamboozled; their 
whole Artifice is ſeen through and under- 
ſtood. There were Men preſent both at 
Le ſtuitbiel and Helflone, who are really 
anxious for the Succeſs of the Convoca- 
tion; Men, whoſe Capacities are inte-: 
rior to none of the Stannators themſelves, 
whoſe Fortunes are equal to many of them, 
and whoſe Knowledge and Underſtandinge 
in Tin and Stannary Affairs are ſuperior to 
moſt of them. Theſe Men, angry at the 
Difappointment of the expected Benefit, be- 
cauſe immediately affected by it, would na- 
turally lay the Fault upon thoſe that deſerve 
it ; they almoſt unanimouſly not only juſtify, 
but applaud, the Lord Warden's Conduct; 
they ſay he did to the full as much as could 
be expe of him, and ſhewed a true Re- 
gard for his Country. What they ſay of the 
Stannators; I will not now repeat ; but theſe 
Men have not been backward in propagating 
their Opinion thro' the Country, and doing 
Juſtice: to both Sides.” EET ER 
The Convocation being again broke up, 
without any Good reſulting from it; I ſhall 
now confider the Point, which is made the 
Occaſion of it. And that is, the Convocation 
aſſuming to themſelves the Right of adjourn- 
ing, independent of the Lord Warden, (i. e.) 
of the Prince Duke of Cornwall's nn 
Lo E and 


eee 


_[261. 
entered a Reſolution to chit K. 
of the Houſe. 
what Foundation . this Right is 


and having 
fect in the 
Upon 


nded, whether true, aa is now ta 
Acute. 


ö Cohn on, of this Point, it is 
to a little, to enquire. into 
the 4 of this Parliament, or Con- 
— in order to find out whether this 
Right, ſo contradictory to the Commiſſions 
xs. Sabich they are convened and impower- 
ed to make Laws, and even ſo contrary to 
the: Nature of all Commiſſions whatever, has 
any, and what Foundation. 

This Right, if any ſuch there be, muſt be 
founded upon ſome expreſs Grant of it, or it 
muſt be inherent in, and neceſſary to. this 
Aſſembly; or it muſt be acquired by ancient, 
1 pted, and Tye: Cuſtom and 
In . Inced go no farther back 
than the Charter of Pardon; granted by Henry 
VII. By that Charter, all their ancient Rights 
and Privileges are reſtored to them ; with 
this additional Privilege thus expreſſed, uiz. 
And further, of our more abundant Grace, 

| We have granted, and by theſe Preſents do 
grant, for Us and our Heirs, to the ſaid 

* Robert, Jobn, Peter, &c. and to every of 
0 « them, Tinners, or Workers of White or 

3 Tin, W Makers or Forgers 


cc of 


IoFT 
„ of Black, or White Tin, df thei own 
% Black Tin; Poſſeſſors of Blowing - Houſes, 
% of Black * White Tin, and all other 
“ Octupiers, or Owners of Tin- works, 
« or Tin-work wWhatſbever; and what- 
« ſoeyer other Perſon, or Perſons, how- 
© ſbever intermedling with any Black or 
« White Tin, in the fig County of Cornwall: 
„ That no Statute, Acts, Ordinances, Pro- 
« yifions, Reſtraints; or Proclamations, here- 


«« after going forth, ſhall be made within the 
« (rd any, nth neither without, to the Pre- 
xoneration of the ſaid Tinners, 


dice, or 
« Wake 'of Black 'or White, Tin, &c. 
* their Heirs, ad Succeſſors, of any of them; 
« except firſt there be called thereunto 
© twenty-four good and lawful Men, of the 
* four Stannaries in the e $5 of Cornwall. 
chat is, viz. Six Men of every Stannary in the 
0 faid Coun to bechoſen and named, from 
« Time to Time, when the caſe ſhall re- 
««-quire the its! in Form following ; that 
** to fay, by the Mayor of the Borrough 
te gf 2 Harb, and Council of the fame 
W Borough, fix ood,” and lawful Men, of 
% the 8 of Blackmore ; the n for 
tlie three other Stannaries, viz. 1 7 — 
„ Tywarbatle; andPenwithin Kerrier, the 
_ * Mayors and Councils of Launceſton, Tru- 

* 70, and Helfone, whenſoever, and as often, 
«and whereſoever any Statutes, Ordinances, 
ke ** Proviſions, or Proclamations ſhall be made 
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5 by Vs, or Our < 85 11 or by Our Heirs, 
tor Spcceſlors,, « or. the, ſaid Prince of Wales 
«Duke of Cornwall, or by the Council of any 


«of them, or by his C -ommandment, ſo that 


c 
t 
0 
ct 


: 
- 
* W 


clamations * hereafter 0 K made by Us, Our 
Heirs or Succeſſors, the laid Prince 
« of Wales Duke of Lots for the Time be- 
“ ing, or r Our OTE of Our Heirs or Suc- 
© 'ceſfors, or of the ſaid Prince, be had or made, 
te but by the Aſſent and C nſent of the afore- 
ce faid 8 Men, ſo to be choſen; and 
e to be named by the dee Waere, and 
10 Council of the e 1 
From this Charter 4 The Neceſſity of 
holding this Parliament. Gt Convocation of 
Tinners, for conſtituting L, 7 2 In 1 7 
antecedent to it, there could e 50 fuch Ne- 
ceſſity, be cauſe it 77 8 by this Char — 
at the Prince and his Council, or 
here is n Duke of; Cornwall, the K 
Bee a what Laws they 125 
proper, by Froclamation. "From th 
ter then the Can itution of vr Sony = 
liament, o -onvocatian, m Fu it 


called. S | nnators, to e 1155 i 


AD I 


how | ed a Parliament \being therein, ward 


cally preſcribed ; which Mapner of Elec- 
tion is punctually oblet ed to this Day. It 


1 amounts to a ſtrong Preſum tion, ] 


Wa ay to a Fe chat the. Fre: 


no Statutes, Ordinances, Proviſions or Pro- 


— — 


law! 
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ſent Parliament, er Convocation, takes its 
Being, or Rife, from this Charter of Pardon, 
of Henry VII. 
From what time then, is this oben 
Power of adjourning themſelves to be de- 
rived to this Parliament, or Convocation ? 
Do they acquire any other Privilege by that 
Charter, than what is therein expreſſed, or 
implied, by reſtoring them to their ancient 
Rights? If not, they, by the Grant of this 
ae ſtand intitled only to all the Privi- 
es they were poſſeſſed of before the 
rter, and thoſe. granted by the Charter. 
l think then it cannot be-pretended, that this 
Right i is founded upon any expreſs, Grant of 
it, no ſuch Right N by the 
Charter: Nor has there been any Charter, 
whereby, any new, (Thy additional; Privilege 
is granted, ſince the Charter before men. 
tioned. Fr” (6 Ae Is: 1 Bs 
And as to its Fen inherent. in, or "necel- 
wy this Aſſembly, it would. be very dif- 
cult. to. ſhew what the Stannary Parlia- 
ment, or Convogation, was, antecedent to the 
Charter of Pardon. However, it Will hard- 
ly, be pretendeg that, at the, Time When 
che Prince Duke of Cornwall, 1 Coun- 
eil could ordain, and impoſe by Proclama- 
tion, what Laws. he ſhould think proper, 
the Parliament, or Convocationz (if any ſuch 
ſubſiſted) had a jnegeflary and 99 7 
W to adjourn, themſelyes to What I Lins 


1. 
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a by Us, or Our Coungaih-or by Our Heirs, 
* of Succeſlors,. « or the. aid: Prince of Wales 
<«- Duke of Cornwall, or by the Council of any 
Hof them, or by his Commandment, ſo that 
no "Statutes, Ordinances, Proviſions, or Pro- 
*"clamations, bereafter to be made by Us, Our 
6 Heirs or Succeſſor 8. Or By the ſaid Prince 
« of Wales Duke ofGormwallfor the Time be- 
« ing, or r Our Councellor of Our Heirs or Suc- 
ws cellars. or of the ſaid Prince, be had or made, 
< but by the Aſſent and Conſent of the afore- 
ce ſaid 8 Men, foto be choſen; and 


© to be named by the aforeſaid Mayors and 
© Council of the ſaid Boroughs. 
From this Charter 5 5 the Nece ſſity of 
holding this. Parliament or, Convocation of 
Tinners, for conſtituting Laws. In the Times 
antecedent to it, there cod be no fuch Ne- 
ceſſity,. becauſe it appears. by this Charter, 
e the Prince and his Council, or ; When 
1185 is ng Duke of Cor mall, the King pod 
nel en ordained w Up Laws the 5 
N by Proclamation. From 
ter then the Canſtitutiop, 1 this N Fe 
liament, or. onvocation, e take ] 18 
The Manner of electinf ge embers, 
called Stannators, to cor hie By Nen ly 
how ſtiled a Parliament, bein therein ti 
cularly preſcribed ; which N anner of lec- 
tion is punctually obſerved to this Day. It 
therefore amounts to a ſtrong Preſumption, I | 
So lay to;a Tata. that the. Fr. 
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ſent Parliament, or Convocation, takes its 
Being, or Rife, from this Charter of Pardon, 
of Henry VI. n 
From what time then, is this independent 
Power of adjourning themſelves to be de- 
rived to this Parliament, or Convocation ? 
Do they-acquire any other Privilege by that 
Charter, than what is therein expreſſed, or 
implied, by reſtoring them to their ancient 
Rights? If not, they, by the Grant of this 
Charter, ſtand intitled only to all the Privi- 
leges they were poſſeſſed of before the 
Charter, and thoſe granted by the Charter. 
I think then it cannot be pretended, that this 
Right is founded upon any expreſs Grant of 
it, no ſuch Right being granted by the 
Charter: Nor has there been any Charter, 
whereby, any new, or additional, Privilege 
is granted, fince the Charter before men- 
tioned. G aun ot TIRIWT 13576 0? 
And as to its; being inherent in, or neceſ- 
ſary, cc this Aſſembly, it wauld be very dif- 
ficuſt to ſhew what the Stannary Parlia- 
ment, or Convocation, was, antecedent to the 
Charter of Pardon. However, it Mill hard- 
ly, be pretended that, at the, Time when 
the Prince Duke of Cornwall, or, his Coun- 
eil, could ordain, and impoſe by .Proclama- 
tion, what Laws, he ſhould think, proper, 
the Parliament, or Convocation; SEA 
ſubſiſted) bad a jneceflary and inherent 
Right to adjourn themſelyes to what Time 


and 


„„ 
and Place N think fit, indepen- 
dent of the Lord Warden, to whom the 
Prince's Authority was delegated, and his 
Prerogative entruſted: Is it not abſurd to 
ſuppoſe the Perſons convened, to have a 
Right of making the Power convening 
them ; and before whom they are to appear ; 
by whoſe. Authority, they are conſtituted, 
and i ed to fit, and make Laws ; but 
without whoſe Aſſent to thoſe Laws, what 
they do is of none effect; to attend them at 
ſuch Times, and at ſuch Places, as they ſhall 
think fit? And is it not contrary to the Na- 
ture of all Commiſſions, to be adjourned by 
any Perſon, but thoſe to whom the Com- 
miſſion is granted? To whom are theſe 
Commiſſions granted? To the Lord Warden 
fingly. What is to be done by virtue of 
theſe Commiſſions ? The Lord Warden is 
to order twenty-four Stannators, to be elect- 
d, in the legal and accuſtomed manner; 
.nd to convene theſe twenty-four Stannators, 
when ſo elected, to appear before him, at 
ſuch Time and Place, within the Stanna- 
ries, as he ſhall think fit. What Purpoſe 
are they to be convened for? By the ſe- 
cond Commiſſion, the Lord Warden is re- 
quired to repair to ſuch Place or Places by 
him appointed, or to be appointed, for hold- 
ing the ſaid Parliament, or Convocation, for 
the Purpoſe of making Laws, with Power 
to adjourn the fame, as he ſhall think 4 
923 | - 
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and alfo with Auth to aſſent, on the 
Prince's Behalf, to all ſuch Laws, &c, - But 
the Gentlemen who have ſet up this Claim 
of Right, bring Examples from the Diſ- 
putes, which formerly happened between the 
Crown, and the Parliament of the Kingdom, 
upon this Point; and calling themſelves a Par- 
liament, think themſelves intitled to the 
ſame Rights in their little Parliament, as the 


unto; and argue from thence, that as the 
Parliament of the Kingdom being convened 
to fit at Weſtminſler, may adjourn them- 
ſelves to any Part of Weſtminſter, ſo the 
Stannary Parliament being ordered by the 
Commiſſions, to be aſſembled at any Place 
within the Stannaries, may adjourn them- 
ſelves to any Place within theſe Limits. -But 
let it be obſerved, that the Commiſſions 
are granted ſingly to the Lord Warden, or- 
dering him to convene the ſaid Parliament, 
to any Place, within the Stannaries, he ſhall 
think fit, to appear before him, at. fuck 
Place as he ſhall appoint : And it is by his 
Precept they are elected, and by his Order 
they are aſſembled at any one particular Place. 
So that, by Parity of Reaſoning, if the Par- 
liament of the Kingdom being convened to 
fit at Weſtminſter, may adjourn themſelves 
to any Part of Weſtminſter, the Stannary Par- 
liament being convened to fit at Leſtithiel, 


may 
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great Parliament of the Kingdom is intitled 


321 
may adjourn themſelves to any Part of Leſ- 
_ withiel : But I will avoid entering into the 
Conſideration, whether the Parliament of the- 
Kingdom has, or has not, a Right to adjourn, 
themſelves independently of the Crown; or 
how far that Right may be extended. It 
would be very little to my preſent Enquiry ; 
becauſe I think the Compariſon will hold. 
but a very little way, according to the 
preſent Conſtitution of the Parliaments of 
the Kingdom; whatever it might do, ac- 


cording to their Conſtitution, very ancient- 


ly. But I am informed there are a great 
number of Precedents, in the Journals 
of the Houſe of Commons, eſpecially in 
Charles the Second's Time, of the King's di- 
recting thie Parliament to adjourn; and ſig- 
nifying his Pleaſure, either from the Throne in 
the Houſe of Peers, or by the Lord Keeper, 
or Lord Chancellor, or by Meſſage delivered 
by Word of Mouth to the Houſe of Commons 
by one of its Members, or in Writing, or by 
Proelamation; and that the Houle does con- 
ſtantly adjourn aceordingly ; and that it is 
often expreſſed to be purſuant to his Ma- 
jeſty's Command, or Pleaſure, ſignified by, 
&c. as the Caſe happened; and I never 
heard that the Parliament of the Kingdom 
at any time pretended to a Right of ad- 
journing itſelf, independently. of 4 Crown, 


to any Place, hut that to which the Crown 
had convened them. Nor have I learn'd 
n : * * that 


3 aw OOa3a0cC =. 


— — s 


go bo? 


a ac „ % NM oo 


= ID TRI... r . 


1 33˙1 
chat they ever adjourned themſclves, fot any 
great length of Time; chat is, for eight or 
nine Months at once, eſpecially without the 
Conſent of. the Crown. If then, the great 
Parliament of the Kingdem exerciſes no 
fuch Right, 4 fortiori the Stannaty, 
ment cannot be ſuppoſed to have it. 
How then can this Right be et in 
this Aſſembly ? Or how can it be Pretended 
to be neceſſary to it? 

I now proceed to thi ſecond Part of 'my 
Poſition 3" to ' enquire Whether any ſuch 
Right has been acquited by ancient, un- 
interrupted, / and undiſputed Cuſtom and 
Uſage. 

I have ſaid 1 in the Beginning of this Trea- 
tiſe, that- in the Civil Wars, ON Palace of 
the Dukes of Cornwall, where the Exchequer 
was kept, was burnt, and all the Records of 
the Stannarics, Sc. were deſtroyed ; yet 
there are private Manyſcript Papers, in ſome 
Gentlemen's Hands, purporting to be Copies 
of Journals of former Parliaments, or Con- 
vocations, as far as Queen Elizabeth's Time: 
in ſome of theſe is found the Expreſſion, 
We adjourn ourſelves But of 
theſe Precedents, I have not heard of one, 
until Charles the: Second's Time; and in the 
two Convocations held in that Reign, and in 
N che . are MS only Inſtances, 


F. e 


AT: £20 


n | 


wel 


* 
—- 


U 34: N. 

ed i can be pretended, that the. Houſe 
cane to any other Place than 
that where they were convened; and in 
theſe two Convocations, I think, there are 
but three ſuch Inſtances. Hut whether 
cheſe Adjournments were made with the 
Lord Walden e Cunſent, or by his Direction, 
or not, does not apprar by | theſe Papers. 
So that, for any thing that appears to the 
contrary, the ſaid Adjournments might be 
in purſuance of the Lord Warden's Directi- 
on. And from collateral Circumſtances, and 
Letters ſtanding, particularly in the Copy of 
the Journal of che Convocation in Charles 
the Second's Time, there is great Reaſon to 
believe, they were made by his Direction. 
Therefore I think it is very * they have 
not acquired any ſuch 8 t, by ancient, 
uniaterru N undiſpy uſtom and Uſ- 
age. And as R e t then in the Houſe of 
Conyocation i is not ſupported. either by Grant 
or Uſage; nor is it inherent in; or neceſſary 
— this Salteabiy; bot directly contrary to 
the ex Words of the Commiſſions from 
which, they derive to. themſelves any Power 
at all; it ut r chere is no * 

tence to juſtify ſuc a Claim. ob 92971 ©; 
Let us now, conſider the Nature *F Ef. 
ficacy of; this. Right | contended. for, Is it 

eſſential, to the Service, or to the Purpoſ 
for which the Convocation is aſſembled? 97 5 
think 
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think not, it being immaterial to the Coun 
try, where the Cohvocation ſits to make the 
Laus; and if one Place is really and materially 
more convenient than another, for the Pur- 
poſe, either in Reſpect of Accommodation, 
or of getting Information of What is fitting 
to be done, there is no doubt, that the Lord 
Witden will chuſe that Place; bectuſe,when- 
ever ſuch an Aſſembly is called, it is with 
an Intention of obliging the Cauntiy ; and 
the Grace of a Action would be 
loſt by chuſing an improper Place ta ſit at. 
And when there is no eiſſential Difference in 
the Places, the Lord Warden; ont of Com- 
plaiſance to his Office, and Reſpect to the 
Comimiſſions he brings with him, (laying 
aide the Mattęr af Right) is entitled to the 
Choice. And the antient Cuſtom and Uſage 
will be his beſ Direction in the · making His 
Choices: And I am ſatisfiad, tho 5 
would not begrudge the Trouble of going 
to any Place, Within the Cdunty, for the 
Sake of exerxiſing a Priuilege, by which. 4 
very great Benefit is to acctue to chemſelves. 
On; the other hand, the Impropriety and 
Inco of that Power ng lodged 
in the Houſe af Ooh cation, ds very appa- 
rent. This Nation is ſo ſubject to Party, and 
Faction, that a Patiſh Officer ds ſcarcely to 
be choſen, without that deteſtable Spirit 
aun ier in ſuch Election; and the In- 
134 * A. ſtance 


* 
to 
m 
er 
8 
7 
it 
? 
K 


1 .. - 
aqui Proceedings of this Convoca- 
tios, is a very ſtrong Evidence of it. The 
Members of this Convoction are elected 
by four different Towns, each of them 
chuſing ix. Each of theſe Towns would 
engage the Members. they elect, and make 
it the Condition of their being elected, to 
vote for adjourning the Oamrocition to that 
Towr vchich elected them ſa that, at the 
firſt ſetting out, the Houſe would be equhlly 
divided" into four different Parties; and the 
Purpoſe of their Mevting would be forgot, 
in the Aurel concerning the Place they 
ſhould fir ate But ſuppoſe there is a prevail 
ing Partys in the EHquſe, that Party muſt 
either | agree) or- di „with the Lord 
Warden z if they intend the publick Service 
ſhall be catried on, "th Will agree with 
him, they will adjourn by his Direction, or 
at leaſt with bs! Conſent ;/ and then the 
Buſineſs will go on regularly, and the Pur- 
poſes of the Prince, and Country, will be 
anſwersd; and this Right does not appear 
to be exerted, - But if Ko "prevailing Party 
ſhould be Jed: by a Faction, who, from pri- 
vate Pique, or ' paſticulir Intereſts, or any 
other ſuch prevalent Motive, (to the Grati- 
fication of Which, every ſerious Conſidera- 
tion is to be Gierifced): would, right ot 
wrong, difagree with the Lord Warden 
1 9 would they take Up event this 1 9h 
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they would | adjourn, themſelves. E ithdut 
knowing whether he would, ar would not, 
conſent, to: ſome - other | Place than that 
at which he had convened them 3 on 
purpoſe, by throwing: this Slight upon the. 
Pines Commiſſion and his Officer, to pro- 


voke che ſuperſeding this Adjouthment by a, 


Prozogation, |; This -wovld! Jay a Foundation 
of perpetual Diſcord between: the Lord 
Warden and the Convocation; they would 
achourd, he would prorogue; the Buſineſs 
of; hel Pringe and Cguntry would remain 


. undqne; and the vile Ends of fruſtrating the 


Good intended hy calling the Parliament, or 
Cohvocation, would be gained. It 18 a Right 
that cau never be taken up and inſiſted on, 
but with A pregoeditared determined Purpoſe: 
of doing 'Mychief, The ill Uſe" that bas 
been made of the meer Shadow) of ſuch a 
Right, ſpffciently warrants the Syppoſition 
of the il} Le that may be made of the Reali- 
ty of it Theſe Obſervations and) Argu- 
ments chiefly regatd Place; but the ſame: will 
hold likewiſe in regard to Time. For tho 
the adjourtting. from: Day to Day, ot for any 
realgnable ſmall Time, is not liable to the 
ſame Ohjections, yet the ſame Inconvenien- 
ies and Miſunderſtandings would attend the 
achourning capriciouſſy for any long Time. 
0¹ »Idmiogqcai ad JI", 333691 e 0) 5: 
NGO od bnd Padma 7 90001 ee All 
| 


<< Gwe 


Tha! 0 
All the Inconvenienciet and Miſchicfs' 
which 1 have here ſuppoſed might ariſe from 
this/ Right of 0 being Inde 
dently in che Houſe of -Convocation;' have 
actually ariſen from che up abd in- 
fiſting upon this Right at preſent; the Fbun- 
dation of which, 1 think, I have ſufficien 
expoſed, It is, I believe, the very fir 
Time that this Point was ever brought into 
Diſpute,; but being now claimed and i- 
fited ' on, I apprehend there can be n 
Buſineſs Abne in a Ceœnvqention, ot | Patlial” 
ment of Tinhers, Ribe this Point remains! 
undecided, unleſs odd Side or the other 
gives it. up; and I am ſute it is very unfit- 
ing to! ſappoſe the Prince will 'yive Way in 
it, without being fitſt by the 
clareſt'Evidente, -that ſuch 4 Right Joes" 
belong to the Houſe. _ i thro gn Regal 
J th 1 


perſuaded, that his Royal 
for ancient Rights why rea. 
in that Caſe, he would N field to it. 
There is therefore a Nebel loc chi Point 
being debided, or there muſt befoon an 
End f the Conſtitution of the Stannaries; 
and if that Conſtitutiom ſniduld be aboliſhed; 
an utter Stop to the ſcarching for Tin, 
and the working of Tin Mines, muſt be 
the immediate Conſequence, ' For I make 
bold to ſay, that it will be impoſſible to 
continue theſe Workings under the Common 
Law 


a [ 39 SY 

law of the Land. The conſequence I need 
not ſet forth, when it is known that the 
Produce of this Labour, when made mer- 
chantable, amounts to at this Time not 
leſs than 140, o00 J. a Year to the County of 
Cornwall; and that not leſs than Twenty thou- 
ſand People are ſubſiſted by it. It fre 
fore to be hoped, that there is a Power to 
decide in this Matter, and that it will ſoon 
be Aiſruſſed and finally determined. © 
It cannot but appear "ſomewhat | unac-) 
countable at firſt, that in an Affair of ſo 
great Concernment to the Country, the 


Gentlemen ſhould make ſo ill an Uſe of the 
Exerciſe 


of 4 Privilege, which they had ſo 
earneſtly petitioned for, as by the ſeveral Pe- 
titions is manifeſted; and it does moſt cer- 
tainly conclude, chat ſomewhere there is a 
very great Fault. I will therefore endeavour 
ens, account for this Behaviour, 
and, in order that Juſtice may be done to 
both Sides in this Diſpute, i. . the Lord 
Warden and the Stannators, I will obſerve 
upon the Tranſactions, and lay open the 
Conduct of both. I muſt firſt premiſe, that a 
Stannary Patliament can affect no other Part 
of the Kingdom but the Stannaries; they 
can make no Laws but in relation to 
Tin and Stannary Affairs : yet notwith- 
ſtanding this, there have been ſome Perſons 
who have thought it worth while 0 ſet 
em- 


* CURE 


petitioned for ; and the 
enough to baffle the ſeveral: Attempts that 
have of late Vears been made to obtain it. 


will not at preſent ſay; and I believe it 
. not very eaſy for any one, to give a ghd: 
Reaſon, why the Country ſhould not be in- 
dulged i in trying to do themſelves Good; 
when it Is out of their Power, by that In- 
dalgence, to do any one elſe an ants 1 
it muſt be l Je 
act by Reaſon. - 
fruitleſs Attem 7 ap 
had its Effect; and the Prince, look ing upon 


the Affair as a right and popular Meaſure, 


determined to gratify. the Country; and gave 
| them an. tunity: of re-eſtabliſhing the 
Conſtitution of the Stannaries, which would 
4 manifeſtly be of extreme great. Benefit to it. 
The Spirit of that Policy, whichr had prevail- 
ed to that Time, in defeating all former At- 
tempts, could inot nom bear to be diſappoint - 
ed; and as the Spirit of doing ul, is gene- 
rally more active, than that for doing good, 
every Tool, every Engine was ſet to work, 


abortive. Great 2 was uſed to get 
Perſons elected into this Convocation, whb 
could have eee of, or underſtand- 


f 140 
— 


themſelves againſt it, hentver it bas been 
have had Influence 


Why they have thought fit to act thus, — | 


1 
plication in 1749 


to tender bis Royal Highneſs's Benevolence 
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ing in. thoſe Aff, rs, which the Convoca- 
jon, was called for to regulate : But that 
Ki of Underſtanding was not want- 
ed for the Purpoſe which thoſe Gentle- 
men were it tended to ſerve.  Gentle- 
men thou ghi it worth while: to come down 
into the Country, on this Occaſion, who are 
never ſeen in it, but at the Time of a gene- 
ral Election. or ſome ſuch time ; and to na- 
glect their Duty, and the Purſuit of their 
Affairs, for three Months together, not hav- 
ing, or pretending to have, the leaſt Know- 
ledge of Tin, or Stannary Affairs; and it 
was given out, before they ſet out from 
London, that they were going on Purpoſe 
to raiſe what Oppoſition thev could to the 
Lord Warden. No Wonder then, that this 
Point of the Right of adjourning was taken 
up, no matter upon what Foundation, to 
raiſe a Diſpute between the Prince's Prero- 
gative, and the Privilege of the Houſe, as a 
likely Step by which to gain their Purpoſe, 
vi⁊. that of preventing any thing being done, 
in this Convocation, I think it is moſt evi- 
dent from every Step taken in raiſing this 
Diſpute, . unprovoked to it, and unneceſſari- 
ly, and from the Manner of carrying it on, 
and perſiſting in it, that the whole View, 
and Intention of it, was to break up this 
Convocation without doing any thing; and 
that ſome Gentlemen, from their Behaviour 

G in 


£3 


G 


1 
* 


Va * 42 1. 


in the Country, ſuitable to their Profeſſions 
given out in London, previous to their ſetting 
out, have taken all this Pains, for the laud- 
able Purpoſe of preventing the Good of the 
Country; and it is to thoſe Gentlemen that 
the whole Diſappointment hitherto is ow- 
ing; for that Reſolution, claiming an un- 
doubted Right to, adjourn themſelves, Cc. 
wis come to, and entered in -the Journals 
Saturday Evening, while they were preſent ; 
and the next Morning, in their Abſence, Se- 
venteen of the Twenty-two, that the Houſe 
conſiſted of, came into a Promiſe and an 
Engagement in Honour, toexpunge that Re- 
ſolution, at their next Meeting ; after- 
wards, at their Meeting, when the Engage- 
ment was to -be performed, they had In- 
fluence enough upon ſome of the Seventeen, 
to make them refuſe the Performance of the 
Engagement. Therefore, to thoſe Gentle- 
men be the Honour or Infamy, which ever 
It is, of being the Inſtruments of prevent- 
ing their Country's Good. On the contrary, 
the Lord Warden has behaved himſelf with 
the Spirit an one hand, and the Prudence on 


the other, that became a Man in that Sta- 


tion ; and in ſuch a Situation he has ſhewn 
a due Attention to preſerve his Maſter's Pre- 
rogative, and the Dignity of the Poft he is 
placed in, by not ſuffering any Encroach- 

ment 
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ment to be made to the Diminution of the 
one, . nor himſelf to be carried about the 
Country, with his Royal Highneſs's Com- 
miſſions, according to the Humour of par- 
ticalar Perſons; and has alſo ſhewn'a zealous 
and affectionate Regard for his Country, by 
a Readineſs to accommodate himſeſf to the 
Utility of it; and by curbing his Spirit, and 
natural Heat of Temper, that he might not 
be provoked from proſecuting the 'publick 
Service, and procuring to his Countfy all the 
Good his Royal Highneſt's Benevelence in- 
tended them, and they could rea ſonably ex- 

from this Convocatiou: He did all that 
any Man could do, without betraying his 
Truſt, to fruſtrate the Effect of the wicked, 
unworthy Scheme, that had been laid; and 
by his Diſcourſe to the Gentlemen at Le/t- 
withiet, he brought all of them then preſent 
being Seventeen, of the Twenty two, back 
again to Reaſon; and had the Engagement, 
then entered into, been afterwards performed, 
the miſchievous Effect would have been pre- 
vented. And it is to be obſerved, in his 
Meſſages to the Houſe, at Helſtane, in what 
cool and mild Terms he puts Gentlemen in 
mind of the Engagement, and how decently 
he calls upon them for the Performance of 
it; how gently and diſpaffionately he ac- 
quaĩnts them of the Situation their Non- per- 
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formance of it puts him into; how pru- 
dently he adviſes them to take Time to con- 
ſider ; and with what Caution he avoids be- 
ing pro oked by their Meſſages ; and wiſc- 
ly reſtrains himſclf, from breaking up the 
Aſſembly abruptly ; and to the laſt preſerves 
his Temper ; and, as far as he decently can, 
intreats them to forbear à haſty . 
tion, that Time might be given for cool 
Reflection; and out of Regard to the pub- 
lick Service, ſhews an Unwillingneſs that 
an End ſhould be put to the Seſſions, until 
ſome Good ſhould be procured to the Coun- 
try. From whence it muſt be allowed that 


be, the Lord Warden, had no other Pur- 


wc in View, than the Bervice of the Coun- 
ry, and the Diſcharge of his Duty to his 
Maſter, in the high Truſt e in him. 
To theſe Points his whole Conduct has been 
ſteadily directed; and if any Concluſion is 
to be drawn from a Man's Words and Acti- 
ons on publick Occaſions, I think thoſe of 
the Lord Warden * him to be a ſin- 
vere Friend to, and a true Lover of, his 
Prince and Country, and, in the Inſtance 
of the Affair before us; particularly to. this 
County of Cornwall, And as his Behaviour 
in this Affair concludes one Way, ſo the 
Behaviour of his Opponents coriclude the 
contrary ; and it appears that they have per- 


ſevered 


©. 
ſevered as ſteadily in their Way, as he has in 
his; they to defeat, he to procure Benefit to 
the Country; their Conduct is founded up- 
on private Pique, and particular Views, 
mixed with Envy, and Jealouſy ; which, 
with Regard to their Actions, puts them up- 
on the Footing of Enemies to their Country ; 
his, upon publick Spirit, and Affection to 
his Country. And I doubt not, but one 
Day the Country will ſhew they know how 
to diſtinguiſh properly their real Friends, 
from their Enemies; and from thoſe, who 
ſhew they are ready to act as Friends, or 


Enemies, according as it ſuits with their own 
private Views. 
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Of Petition to his Royal Highneſs. 


T 1 [1 


- Dated April, 1744. 


ſelves, and. many thouſands; 


CLEA and Reſpet, beg Leave mo 
en cos mop to repreſent. dur too 

well-grounded Appre 

perience of paſt Times, of the Calamities 


that are likely to ariſe to this County, by the | 


War which Fance has dared, with the 
greateſt Perfidy and Injuſtice, to declare 
againſt Great Britain; which to ſupport 
and maintain, we are ready to ſacrifice our 
Lives and Fortune. ee en ve Ente 
It is well known, that the Tin Trade is 
the great Support of this whole County, but 
more Speck your poor Petitioners; who 
ſo entirely depend 4 the working of 1 


E che Tinners of the County 
of Cornwall, on Behalf of our- 


do, with the greateſt pope 4 


enſions, upon the Ex. 


WW 


a r Wm” WT 


pt 8, 5. 
that many thouſands muſt be reduced to the 

. Utmoſt Diſtreſs, if that Trade ſhould fall into | 

Decay. ; RRC 

It is alſo well known | in this County, that 

the Whole Body of ie Koh, for Tin, 


work/ to a conſiderable Koſs, even in the 
beſt of Times; but as the Number of them 
is large, the Loſs is eaſy to the Individuals: WI r 
And as the Money loſt is ſpent among the 
labouring Tinners of this County, and en-) 
couraged by a few Inſtances of great Ad- t 
vantage being made by ſuch Adventurers, lf x 
they are induced to go on, tho” with Loſs. b 
But this can. be borne but to a certain; ( 
gree, and if the Price of Tin com v 
ſd, very low,. as to indleaſe that; certlin 73 f 
de that certain - Degree; | the Conſt. t 


uence muſt be moſt fatal tothe Ti 0 
and to this ounty... The 5 AID a of if 
Times! is ſufficient to evince the Foundations i. 


of our Apprehenſions, that 'a great Fall in I ſ 
the Price of,” Tin, will be the Conte ay h 
of a French War. The Relief. whic at 
Royal Hi hheſs” s Royal Progenitors , | t 
8 given to the Tinners, at to this Canis L 

f and without which the Tin Trade muſt have 
been utterly. loſt before this Time, to 
the Ruin of this County, has been, by 
taking, by wiy of Farm, the Tin annually 
at a Price eta of 'by waving the Pre- 
| emption 


4 


pe To WE 6 
= * 


(51 ] 
emption, giving Liberty for a Farm to be 
made, 

Relying therefore on your Royal High- 
neſs's known Goodneſs and Generoſity, we 
doubt not of finding a ſufficient Support un- 
der your Royal Protection; and therefore 
moſt humbly preſume to lay this Petition 
before your Royal Highneſs, praying, that 
your Royal Highneſs would condeſcend to 
take us under your Royal Protection, and 
prevent the Miſchiefs which threaten us, 
by procuring proper Convoys for bringing 
Coals, without which the Mines cannot be 
worked, nor Tin Ore ſmelted, for tran- 
ſporting of the Tin; and in ſuch Manner as 
to your Wiſdom ſhall appear moſt benefi- 
cial to your Petitioners; who are ready to 
ſacrifice our Lives and Fortunes in maintain- 
ing, ſupporting, and carrying on this War, 
ſo perfidiouſly and unjuſtly brought upon 
his Majeſty and his Kingdoms, by France 
and Spain, and in continuing the Succeſſion 
to the Crown, ſo juſtly placed in your Royal 
Houſe, to the laſteſt Poſterity. 
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COPY 
_ Of a Petition to his Royal Highneſs 


in the Year 1745. 


W E whoſe Names are hereunto ſub- 
| ſcribed, on the Behalf of ourſelves, 
and the Body of Tinners 1n the County of 
Cornwall, deeply ſenſible of your moſt 
Princely Compaſſion, Grace and Favour, to 
this your County of Cornwall, and of your 
moſt ſincere Diſpoſition to promote the Ge- 
neral Good thereof, and of our Stannaries in 
particular, do, with the greateſt Humility, 
preſume to lay before your Royal Highneſs, 
that Parliaments; or Convocations, of Tin- 
ners, were, in'Times 2 frequently called 
and aſſembled, according to their ancient 
Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions, to the End that 
the Rights and Privileges, and ancient Cuſ- 
toms of the Tingers, might be recogni 

aſcertained and confirmed ; and that ſuch 
good and wholeſome Laws and Ordinances 
might, from Time to Time, be 'framed 


and 


C54 ] 

and eſtabliſhed, for the ſecuring your Royal 
Highneſs's Duties and Prerogatives, and for 
the Quiet and good Government of the 
Stangaries, as particular Circumſtances 6 
require and make neceſſary. 

But your Petitioners, with great Concern, 
beg Leave to take Notice to your Royal 
Highneſs, - that there has been a total Inter- 
miſſion of theſeParliaments, or Convoactions, 
for upwards of Thirty Years laſt paſt, where- 


by the Rights, Liberties, Privileges, and an- 
cient Cuſtoms of the Stannaries are became 


precarious, uncertain, and in a great Dan- 


ger of being loſt ; that many new Offences, 
Frauds and Abuſes, have ſprung up during 


ſuch Intermiſſion, which our preſent Laws 
are not ſufficient to prevent or puniſh z that 
the Tinners are greatly diſcouraged by the 

very low Price of Tin, the Depth of the 
Mines, and high prices to which all Ma- 
terials, neceſſary to the working them, are 
riſen ſince the preſent War; ſo that the 
working and ſearching for Tin, in deep 


utterly diſcontinued; the Laws, Liberties, 
Privileges, and ancient Cuſtoms of the Stan- 
naries, forgotten and rendered impracticable; 
your Royal Highneſs's Duties ariſing out of 
that Commodity leſſened, and the great Bene- 


fits and * which not only the Tin- 


ners, 


Mines eſpecially, is in great Danger of being 


l 

ners, but, all his Majeſty's Subjects receive, 
are thereby in great Danger of being loſt, if 
not ſeaſonably prevented. 

But, your Petitioners entirely relying on 
your Royal Highneſs's great Goodneſs and 
Affection, to his your ounty, moſt hum- 
bly hope, that in Compaſſion to their di- 
ſtreſſed Circumſtances, you will be pleaſed 
to commiſſionate the Warden of your Stan- 
naries to ſummon, or call, before him, in the 
ancient and accuſtomed Manner, aParliament 
or Convocation of Tinners within the County 
of Cornwall, for the reforming the Abuſes of 
the Stannaries, and for reviſing ſuch old 
Laws, and making ſuch other additional new 
ones, as may be thought neceſſary for your 
Royal Highneſs's Service, the Preſervation 
of the Privileges and Cuſtoms of the Stan- 
naries, and the Benefit of the whole Coun- 
ty of Cornwall, 

Your Petitioners cannot omit this Oppor- 
tunity moſt thankfully to acknowledge your 
Royal Highneſs's — Condeſcenſion and 
Goodneſs towards us, manifeſtly expreſſed 
by the Encouragement you lately gave to a 
Farm of the Tin, as declared to us by our 
Lord Warden: Such an Inſtance of your 
Royal Highneſs's compaſſionate Regard for 
the Tinners of this County, muſt always be 
remem- 


| "wy ; 
remembered with the utmoſt Duty and 


> & 


„ 


That your Royal Highneſs would con- 
tinue ſuch your moſt gracious Inten- 
tions of promoting the Welfare of our 
Stannaries, in this County, is the moſt 

earneſt Deſire of your Petitioners. 


97. ]: 
a ta 
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MEI - av 
Addreſs to Nhe Lord Warden. 


3 Nov. 1 44+ 
51 Lord 4 Sir, oats zof 7 
'E. whoſe 1 are 3 ſub- 
ſeribed, do, on Behalf of ourſelves, 


ns the Body of. Tinners i in the County of 


Lures return you our hearty Thanks for 

great Care and Pains your Lor hath 
ws pleaſed to take, for promoting the Re- 
queſt. which the Tinners. of this County 


lately preſumed moſt humbly to make to 


his Royal Highneſs: the Duke of Cornwall, 
of whoſe! Princely Compaſſion, Grace, and 
Favour, to this wy County, and moſt fincere 
Diſpoſition to promote the general Good 
thereof, and of his — Hh in particular, 
being deeply ſenſible, nothing doubting, the 
Continuance of your Lordſhip's Affection 
and Regard for us and our Proſperity, do 
beg Leave to lay before your Lordſhip the 
preſent rde State of our Stannaries, and 


* more 


L 561 
more eſpecially of our Tin, and Ti 
Trade. 

And firſt, we the leaves Merve fo ypur 
Lordſhip, that for tie Welfare, good Orderand 
Preſervation of the ſaid Stannaries: Parliaments 
or Convocations of *Tinners were, in times 
paſt frequently called and aſſembled accord- 
ing to ie ancient Cuſtomꝭ and Conſtitutiohs; 
to the end that the Rights, Privileges and 
Cuftoms of the Tinners, might, by 55 Tin- 

ners ſo aſſembled, be recognized, aſcertained, 

and confirmed; and — ſuch good and 
wholeſome Laws and Ordinances: | might 
from time to time be framed and eſtabliſhed 
for their Quiet and goodGovernment, as par- 
ticular N e eee U oe . wk and 
make'yeceflary.”” 1 
But your Petitioners, with great Olpeern, 
beg leave to take Notice to your Lordſhip, 
that thete hai been for upwards of 31 Years 
laſt paſt, a total Intermiſſion of thoſe Parlia- 
ments or -Convocations, whereby the Rights, 
Liberties, Privileges, and Cuſtoms of the Tin- 
nets, are become precarious and uncertain, 
and in great Danger of being loſt ; that many 
new Offences, Frauds, and' Shoſes h. 
ſprung up during ſuch Intermiſſion, which 
the preſent Laws of our n are not 
; TutAcient to 2 or puniſh. | 
That the Price of Tin is fallen * very low, 

- thit the Tinners are greatly dit couraged from 

continuing 


( 591] 
continuing arid carrying on many of their moſt 
conſiderable Adventures; whichevety Day, by 
by reaſon of the great Depth of the Mines, and 
high Prices: to which all Materials neceſſary to 
the Working them are riſen ſince the preſent 
War, are become conſiderably more charge- 
able; ſo that the working and ſearching for 
Tin, in deep Mines eſpecially, is in great 
1 of being diſcontinued; His Royal 
Highneſs's Duty ariſing out of that Com- 
modity; leflened: ; and the great Benefit and 
Advantage which not only the Tinners, but 
all his Ms jeſty's Subjects, receive thereby, be 
greatly prejudiced, if not ſeaſonably prevent- 


xd. In tender Conſideration whereof, 


your Petitioners, well aſſured of your conſtant 
Readineſs and Inclination to all Acts tend- 


ing to the Good and Benefit of the Tinners, 


do moſt earneſtly defire your Lordſhip to re- 
preſent to his Royal Highneſs, the low Eſtate 
of his Stannaries ; to the end that, in Com- 
paſſion to our diſtreſs'd Cirgcamſtances ; he 
would be pleaſed to commiſſionate you, as 
Warden of his Stannaries, to ſummon or call 
before you, in the ancient and accuſtomed 
Manner, a Parliament, or Convocation of 


Tinners, within the County of Cormuall, for 


the reforming the Abuſes of his Stannaries ; 
and for reviſing ſuch old Laws, and making 


ſuch other additional new Ones, as- may be 


thought neceſſary for his Royal Highneſs's 


12 FER Service, 


[ 60 Þ Got 

Service, and the Benefit and Encontage- 
ment of the Tinners within his ſaid County; 
and that in the mean time, for the Support 
of the poor labouring Tinner, and alſo to 
maintain the Value of this Staple Commodity, 
which this his County of Cornwall doth af- 
ford, beyond any other Part of the World, 
he would vouchſafe to reſume and effectuate 
his compaſſionate Inclinations for taking a 
Farm of our Tin, at ſuch a reaſonable Price, 
conformably to former Farms, as may en- 
courage the Tinners to carry on their Adven- 
tutes, which tend ſo much to his Royal 
Highneſs's Advantage, the Support of his an- 


cient Dutchy of Cornwall, and the Profit of 


the whole Realm. 
| 17 Bf 
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Petition to his 5 Highneſs : in 
che Year 1 749. 


E, whoſe Names are hereunto ſüb- 
ſeribed, on behalf of ourſelves, and 
the Body of Tinners, in the County of Corn- 
wall, met at Truro, 2oth of Auguſt, 1749, beg 
leave, with the greateſt Humility, to re 1 
to your Royal Highneſs, the Nec we 
think there is for calling aParliament or 82 
vocation of Tinners. Such Conyocations, in 

former Times, uſed fre uently to be aflem- | 
bled : And the long Diluſe. of them may be 
attended with the Loſs of our Privileges and 
Cuſtoms, as well as be of infinite Diſſervice to 
your Royal Highneſs's Revenue; all which, 

at ſuch Times, were wont to be recognized, 

aſcertained and confirmed. 

We are ſo truly ſenſible of your Royal 
Highneſs's great Goodneſs and Affection for 
this your County, that we therefore preſume 
io 3 your Royal Highneſs to com- 
miſſionate 


1 
miſſionate your Lord Warden to call ſuch a 
Parliament or Convocation ; in which the 
ſeveral Laws and Cuſtoms may, be con- 
ſidered, and the general good Govern of 
the Stanharies may be rendered more uſeful 
.to the Tinners. 


We beg leave to FR your Royal Hi gh- 
neſs, that ou 5 ren complying with this 


our humble. eſt, ſhall always be ac- 
+» knowledged with the utmoſt Duty and 
Gratitude, 
V. * 
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"FREDERICK, v. 


FPRederick Lewis; of the tnoſt - puiſlzat 

"George the Second, by the Glace of 
God Kit of Great Britain, France, and 
Treland, Firſt-born Son, and by the fame 
Grace, Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, 
1 5 of Cheſter, and ſo forth, 


— 


— 


rs our Truſty a lata Thus 
Pitt, Eſq; Warden of our nnen and 
Stanvary Courts, Greeting. | 


beter the Good, 
Welfare, and Prefervation of our Stannaries 
in the County of Cornwall, that a Convo- 
cation or Parliament of Tinners _— 
e 


"TR" 


called and aſſembled for the Stannaries 1 in the 


ſaid County, according to the ancient Cuſ- 
toms and Coat sptter of the ſame: No 
ſuch Convocation or Parliament ha aving been 
for many Years laſt paſt held there. And 
there are ſundry Things at this preſent Time 
to be redreſſed and provided for within out 

faid Stannaries, which by the Liberties of 
the ſaid Stannaries _ to be and have 
aiways been heretofore uſed and accuſtomed 
to be amended,” redreſſed, and provided for, 
by and with the Conſent of a Convocation 
or Parliament of Tinners, to be ſummoned 
by Virtue of Letters under the Privy Seal to 
the Warden of che Stannaries: for the Time 
being, and not otherwiſe; We therefore, be- 
ing defirous to prevent the Privileges and 
Cuſtoms of -qur-ſaid, Stannaries from bei 
loſt or diminiſhed by the Difuſe- of ſu 
Convocations, or Parliaments, and to have the 
fame from henceforth uſed, executed, and 
continued, in as large and ample manner as 
heretofore, Do require and command you, 
by Virtue hereof, being at preſent our Of- 
ficer or Warden of our ſaid Stannaries, to 


call, ſummon, and aſſemble, before you, 


or your Deputy or Deputies, in Our Name, 
and in ſuch Manner as hath been aceuſ- 
tomed, and at the uſual Place or Places, 
or in ſuch other aer; or Faces as you 


ſhall 
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x [63 ] FA 
ſhall +bink moſt proper and convenient, (be. 
ing within our ſaid Stannaries, in the (aid 
County of Cornwall )-at 4 certain Day Or 
Days by you to be prefixed, ſuch a Number 
of the moſt ſubſtantial, diſcreet, and wile 
Tinners of every of ovr! Stannaries afore ſaid, 
within the ſaid County of Cornwall, as u pon 
like Octaſion hath been accuſtomed, and 
ought to be, according to the Liberties and 
Privileges of the ſaid Stannaries. And they, 
the faid Convocation or Parliament of Tin- 
ners, to make, ordain, amend, redreſs, and 
reform all ſuch Laws, Cuſtoms, Enor- 
mities, and other Things which are amifs 
or needful to be redreſſed within our ſaid 
Stannaries of the aid County of Cornwal), 
and to make, ordain, and eſtabliſh ſuch. 
Laws and good Orders as ſhall. be requiſite 
and neceflaty for the Welfare, Quiet, and 
good Government of the Tinners, and the 


Preſervation of the faid Stannaries, and Se- 


curity of our Revenue ariſing therefrom. 
Further charging you from Time to Time 


to cauſe the good Laws and Orders which 


ſhall be taken, made, confirmed, and eſta- 
bliſhed by Virtue hereof, to be ſtrictly put 
in Execution ; And theſe our Letters ſhall 
be your ſufficient Warrant. 


R K 


Given 


\ 
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Seal at Le 
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Given under our P 


icejie 


in 


June, 


of 


ſr 
ourth 


the 18th 


E 


Houſe 


5 


1750, 
of 


+ Year 


-f. 


Twen 


ty 


Reign of our Royal Father. 


the 
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By his Royal Highnek's Command, 
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Commiſſion of Inſtructions, 


26th June, 1 750. 0 


FR RDB ERIC P. | 
Ferie of the moſt puiſſaut George 
the Second, by the Grace of God King of 
Great-Britain, France and Ireland, firſt-born 
on, and by the fame Grace Prince of Wales, 
Duke of Cornwall, Earl of Chefter; and fo 
I forth. To our truſty and well-beloved 
8 Thomas Pitt, Elq; Warden of our Stan- 
naries and Stannary Courts, greeting: Where- 
as the. Tinners of our Stannaries, in the 
County of. Cornwall, have by their humble 
Petition reprofenced unto Us, that there is a 
Neceſſity for calling a Parliament or Con- 
vocation. of Tinners, and that ſuch Convo- 
cations in former Times having been fre- 
, & quently uſed to be aſſembled, the long Diſ- 
uſe whereof may be attended with the Loſs 


_ & » a, ES of 


[1689]? 
of their ancient Privileges and Cuſto ms, as 
well as be of ingnjte Differyzee to our Reye- 
nue, all which were wont at ſuck Times 
to be recognized, aſcertalned and confirmed; 
And have thereby humbly requeſted us to 
commiſſionate Our Warden of the faid 
Stannaries to call a Parli:ment or Convoca- 
tion, in which the ſeveral Laws and Cuſtoms 
may be conſidered, and3the general Govern- 
ment of the Stannaries rendered more uſeful 
to the Tinners. And whereas upon their 
{aid humble Repreſentation! We by Our 
Commiſſion, under Our Privy Seal, bearing 
Date at Leiceſter-Houſe the 18th Day, of 
June Inſtant, commapded and requeſted 
you our ſaid Warden, to call, fummon, and 
ſſemble before you, or your Deputy ot De- 
putics, in ſuch Manner as hath been accuſ- 
temed, and at the uſual Place or Places, or 
at ſuch other Place or Places, and upon 
ſuch Day or Days, as you ſhall think fit and 


convenient, ſuch a Number of the moſt 


ſubſtantial, diſcreet and wile Tinners of every 
of our Stannaries aforeſaid, within the Conn- 
ty of Cornsvall, as upon hke Occaſſons bath 
been accuſtomed, and ought to be, accord- 
jag to the Liberties and Privileges. of our ſaid 
Stannaries; and they the faid Parliament or 
Convocation of Tinpers, to make, ordain, 
amend, redreſs and reform all ſuch Laws, 
Cuſtoms, Enormities, and other Things as are 

c . amiſs, 


[69]. | 
amiſs and needful to be redrefled within Our 
ſaid Stannaries of the ſaid County of Corn- 
wall, and to make, ordain, and eſtabliſh ſuch. 
Laws and good Orders, as ſnall be requiſite 


and neceflary for the Welfare, Quiet, and 


ood Government of the Tinners, and the 
reſervation of the ſaid Stannaries, and Secu- 
ruy of Our Revenues. ariſing therefrom. 
Further charging you, from Time to Time 
ta, cauſe the good Laws and. Orders, 
which ſhall be taken, made, confirmed, 
and eſtabliſhed by Virtue of our faid Com- 
miſſion, to . be... ſtrictly put in Execution. 
To the End therefore that Our ſaid gracious 
Intentions; for the Benefit of the ſaid Stanna- 
ries effectually may be carried into Execu- 
tion; We do require and authorize you 
Our ſaid Warden, by Virtue hereof, forth- 
with to repair tothe Town or Towns, Place 
or Places, by you appointed, or to be appoint- 
ed, for holding the faid Convocation or Parlia- 
ment, with Power to adjourn the fame to 
ſuch other Place or Places, Day or Days 
within Our ſaid Stannaries in the ſaid County 
of Cornwall, as to you ſhall ſeem meet and 
convenient, And We do hereby further, 
authorize. you, on Our Behalf, and the Be- 
half of Our Heirs and Succeſſors, to aſſent to 
all ſuch good Laws, Orders and Co nſti tu- 
tions as ſhall be agreed apon, and preſented 
to you by the ſaid Convocation, or Parlia- 
| | ment, 


| bei! 
ment in ſuch Manner, as hath been accuſtom- 
ed, ſo as the ſame be for the Advancement, 
Welfare, and good Government of our Stan- 
naries, and of Our Revenue, and be not re- 
pugnant to the Laws of the Land. And for 


ſo eee net oy « Bath 


Given under Our Privy Seal at Lache. 
Houſe, 26th Day of June, 17 50, in 
the 24th Year of the Reign of Our 
Royal Father the King. ; 
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ghneſt's Cn 
virtue ig theſe" Commiſfiatis 
now fignified, that this Parliament or Cons 
ocation bete aflembled. 
b: Situation, in which 1 tn clawed, 


1 STE rc? fill-my Mind with Agitations of 


Kinds; Diffidence of my Ability 
to ſu and diſcharge ſo.great-an Honour, 
und To importanit a Truſt, eee 
ſerlous Concern; ' while che Reflection of be- 
- the happy Inſtrument of conve Tce 

y Cy; give me geal 8. _ 
Tales Ee Mae 5 
Sarhat genervus'Re bnd which is e 
$ Royal Hi 3 for Liberty and 
the aneient Condlitution; andhis — 
has 1 him to 


convinced by the ſeveral Petitions froni this 


N of late Years made to him of the Ex- 


pediency 


„ 


; iency of this Meaſure; and I congtatu- 


ate my Country, that ſo many. Gentlemen 
of Ebrtune, Fighre, and Capacity are how 
met together, in the Exerext of their un- 
cient and valuable Ares Privileges; 
nor can I omit to aſſure” you, Gentlemen, 

bat to His Royal Highgeſs's. Diſpoſigion 
Goolneſe. this Act of Indulg 2 
Wiſhes and Prayers of this County alone is 


* 


owing. WN fad | 

What Comfort does not ſuch an Inſtance 
of Grace and Goodneſs in the Heir-appagent 
fo: the Crowns;.atiprd;...to-revery think! 
Breaſt? How muſt eyery, Lover of Liber, 
and Friend to this Country, rejoice tin, f 
Security for the Contingatian of gur of 
berties? - What Praiſgs and Thanſgiviage 2 
does not this demand 1 0 Al | | 

& 
1 


God? What, Returns f Affection tot 
Royal! i Wr bana egg of 
The veryrlong I ntenmiſſon of Stan 
Parliaments/isthe; Uncertainty; and Net 
cienty of Stannary Laws:9caiencd by, ſu 
_ [Intermifſions? Will angcfſeriy;throw ) a great 
Weight of Buſineſs upon you; but in this 
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Aſſembly, f Gentlemen a5 uch god 


Dnderſtandinge, where! Party] and Faction, 


Government, i cannot, I am perſuaded be 
introduced 3 the true and real Purpoſe, fi 
Which ye are Called, together: will wit] 
Coolneſs and/Unagimity be conſitlered; Such 
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Diſpatch, as is conſiſtent with the Nature 
of the Buſineſs, will be made; and the 
Ends propoſed, which are the better- ſecu- 
ring his Royal Highneſs's Revenue, ariſing 
by the Duties on Tin; the re-eftabliſh- 
ing the ancient Conſtitution of the Stan- 
naries; the recognizing, amending and 
aſcertaining the old Laws, and the making, 
ordaining and enacting ſuch new Ones, as 
the Exigences of the preſent Times, for the 
Quiet and good Government. of the Tinners, 
may require, will, I hope, be obtained. 

Should any Propoſition ariſe among you, 
for promoting and encouraging the Tin 
Trade, and for procuring of Benefit to 
the Tinner, which may require his Royal 
Highneſs's Concurrence and Support, I dare 
venture to promiſe a moſt gracious Recep- 
tion, and a due Attention to ſuch a Pro- 
poſition, ſo agreeable to that peculiar Re- 
gard, which I have the Honour to aſſure 
you his Royal Highneſs has for the Welfare 

nd Proſperity of this County. 
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| GunTioMEN, 
Rejoice, that by his Royal Highneſs's 


Favour, this Convocation is again aſ- 
ſembled, and, I hope, with Hearts devoid 
of every other Purpoſe but that of the Pub- 
lick Service: It is what our Country has a 
Right to demand from us; His Royal 
Highneſs expects it. 

This is another Inſtance of his Royal 
Highneſs's great Condeſcenſion and Good- | 
. neſs; to which the moſt grateful Return 
we can make, is, to render it as beneficial as 
we can to our Country : So ſhall we be ac- 
quitted with Honour to ourſelves, Satisfac- 
tion to our Country, and Gratitude to our 
Prince. 

Let me recommend it to you,” with Cool- 
neſs, Moderation, and Unanimity, to diſ- 
patch the neceſſary Buſineſs you have in 
Hand. And, 
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roughly Enfible that. his Royal Highneb ” 
has cauſed you to be called rogether for the 
Good of the Country alone: Let me exhort 


you, as you prize your own Honours, as 


you value the Welfare of your Country, and 
25 you eſteem the _ and Affection due 
to the Prince, not to ſuffer any private Views, 
or particular Intexeſts, to divert you from 
the great Purpoſe of your Meetitig, and 


fruſtrate thoſe gracious Intentions of his 


Cooney. 
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you cannot, Gentlemen but be * 1 


Royal Highneſs, for the Benefit of this rr 
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